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CENTER FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF LEADERSHIP SKILLS

The Center for the Advancement o� Leader-
ship Skills (CALS) seeks to create skilled, 
educated and con�ident state leaders by 
developing and enhancing core compe-

tencies that play a vital role in the service o� public 
of�icials, in both professional and personal arenas. 
Through activities and instruction focusing on the 
leadership program�s four central components�� 
communication, conflict resolution, consensus building 
and critical decision making���CALS scholars have an 
opportunity to reinforce and re�ine these crucial skills.

The Southern Office of The Council of State 
Governments (CSG) has a long history o� provid-
ing leadership training opportunities to state elected 
of�icials, dating back to 1987. The Center for the 
Advancement of Leadership Skills (CALS) con-
tinues in that tradition o� providing state elected and 
appointed of�icials the opportunity to attend one o� the 
most comprehensive leadership programs in the nation.

Full scholarships are provided to those selected, cov-
ering the cost o� tuition, travel, lodging and meals.

WHY CALS?
The Southern Legislative Conference (SLC) rec-
ognizes the need for state of�icials to learn from one 
another. To encourage dialogue, the leadership pro-
gram provides participants a unique opportunity 
to foster connections, engage in conversations and 
take part in sessions designed to explore individual 
boundaries and perceptions in a strictly nonpartisan 
environment.

Some o� the more important regional efforts in recent 
years have succeeded, in large part, due to strong ties 
and coordinated efforts forged by leaders across state 
lines. The CALS program serves as a step toward 
fostering connections among new and mid-career 
of�icials from the Southern region and prepares them 
for advanced governmental leadership.

To learn more or apply for the CALS leadership 
program, email Ms. Lori Moore, SLC director o� oper-
ations and programs, at slcreginfo@csg.org or visit 
slcatlanta.org/CALS/.

ELIGIBILITY
Applications are accepted from state executive, legis-
lative and judicial branch of�icials serving in one the 
15 SLC member states: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virginia and West Virginia. 

HOW TO APPLY
To be considered for a scholarship to attend the 2017 
CALS programs, candidates must submit:

»	An application form 
»	A cover letter expressing why the applicant should 

be considered as a candidate for the CALS program
»	Two letters o� recommendation from state govern-

ment colleagues
»	A biographical summary

Applications for the October 14-18, 2017, program 
must be submitted by July 31, 2017.



AGENDA
Saturday, October 14 Sunday, October 15 Monday, October 16 Tuesday, October 17 Wednesday, October 18

8:00 Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 

Breakfast and  
Departures for Airport

8:30

The Four Cs of 
Group Dynamics
Carrie Reilly and Mark Rose

Leadership 
Excellence  
and Ethics
Scott Raecker

Travel to Little Rock9:00
9:30

10:00
Check in at Capital Hotel

10:30
11:00

Arrivals and Registration at 
the Clinton Presidential 
Library

Communication 
Essentials: Part I
Seth Pendleton

11:30
12:00
12:30

1:00
Lunch Lunch Lunch

1:30
2:00

21st Century 
Leadership
Jay McChord

Understanding 
Adaptive Leadership
Craig Weber

Communication Essentials: 
Part II
Seth Pendleton

2:30
3:00
3:30
4:00

Travel to Winthrop 
Rockefeller Institute Break

4:30
5:00 Health, Exercise and 

Activity Break :
Guided Nature Hike 
Optional

Health, Exercise and 
Activity Break:
Museum of Automobiles
Optional

KEY5:30 Check in at Winthrop 
Rockefeller Institute6:00 Class Photo 

and Reception LEADERSHIP 
SKILLS6:30

Welcome Reception 
and Dinner

7:00
Dinner 

Dinner and Address:

The Principled Politician
Adam Schrager

Closing Dinner and Address: 

The Pinnacle of Leadership
Richard Norton Smith

7:30
LEADERSHIP 

THEORY8:00
8:30

Networking Suite Networking Suite
9:00

Networking Suite Networking Suite REFLECTION9:30
10:00

Understanding Adaptive LeadershipThe Four Cs of Group Dynamics Communication Essentials

2017 Center for the Advancement 
of Leadership Skills
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C A L S  C L A S S  O F  2016

Representative Phillip Pettus
Alabama

Representative Michelle Gray
Arkansas

Representative Clarke Tucker
Arkansas

Chief Magistrate Judge Glenda Dowling
Georgia

Judge William Grady Hamrick III
Georgia

Representative Eddie Lumsden
Georgia

Chief Magistrate Judge Mary Kathryn Moss
Georgia

Representative Jarvis Dortch
Mississippi

Representative Donna Pfautsch
Missouri

Representative Stephen Ross
North Carolina

Mr. Kyle Coulter
Associate Legislative Affairs Director, 

Office of the Governor, Oklahoma

Representative Jason Dunnington
Oklahoma

Representative Casey Murdock
Oklahoma

Representative Neal Collins
South Carolina

Representative David Hawk
Tennessee

Speaker Pro Tempore Bo Watson
Tennessee

Representative Toni Rose
Texas

Delegate Jennifer Boysko
Virginia

Delegate Eileen Filler-Corn
Virginia

Center for the Advancement of Leadership Skills and CALS are trademarks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
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Founded in 1933, The Council of State Governments (CSG) 
is our nation�s only organization serving all three branches 
o� state government. Regional by design, CSG is a national 
community with six of�ices across the United States. This 
structure invites participation from members on a more 
intimate, regional level, while also providing unparalleled 
national and international opportunities to network, col-
laborate and form professional partnerships.

Opened in 1959, the Southern Office of CSG fosters 
intergovernmental cooperation among its 15 member 
states, predominantly through the programs and ser-
vices provided by its Southern Legislative Conference. 
Legislative leadership, members and staf� utilize the SLC 
to identify and produce solutions for the most prevalent 
and unique state government policy issues facing Southern 
states. Meanwhile, SLC member outreach in state capitols 
and coordination o� domestic and international delegations, 
leadership development and staf� exchange programs, 

meetings, and �ly-ins by the Southern Of�ice support state 
policymakers and legislative staf� in their work to build 
a stronger region. 

Established in 1947, the SLC is a member-driven organization 
and the largest o� four regional conferences o� CSG, 
comprising the states o� Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virginia and West Virginia. The Annual Meeting 
o� the Southern Legislative Conference, convened as the 
focal point and apex o� its activities, is the premier public 
policy forum for Southern state legislators and the 
largest regional gathering o� legislative members and staff. 
The Annual Meeting and a broad array o� similarly well- 
established and successful SLC programs���focusing on both 
existing and emerging state government challenges���provide 
policymakers diverse opportunities to ask questions o� policy 
experts and share their knowledge with colleagues.

REGIONAL VIEW NATIONAL REACH


